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inclusive cinematic platform

BHUBANESWAR FILM FESTIVAL: 2024

Ketan Mehta

7th of June 2024

BILINGUAL BOOK ON ODIA CINEMA

Odia Cinema@70-Rhythms,
Renditions, and Reflections”

BHUBANESWAR FILM FESTIVAL (BFF)




The festival kicked off on the 7th of June with the screening of the Nirad
Mahapatra-directed classic “Maya Miriga"(1784). The curation of films
was carefully done to highlight the diversity and depth of Odia cinema
made over the years — its skilled storytelling abilities exhibited through

addressing a range of social, cultural, and historical themes. The list of ‘We need to know our history well.
films screened during the festival are; Chha Mana Atha Guntha (Six acres :h—he Eovs gegeﬁaf'gl” musf:nde;ﬂs’rmd
and a third, 1986), Bhija Matira Swarga (Wet Haven, 2018), Hello Arsi e"esﬁzlwngs;:]o wﬁl: I;Fiir:n:;; ;\;I&e
(2018), Remembering Pramod Pati, Ahalya (The Words of Silence, , the fopmost brand
1999), Dhauli Express (2007), Tara, Shuka Asuchi (Shuka Returns, in Odlia film mdus’rry

2014), Jianta Bhuta (The Living Ghost, 2008), Moksha (Salvation,
1995), Shunya Swaroopa (Contours of the Void, |776), Shesa Drusti
(The Last Vision, 1977), Sala Budhar Badla (Rgvenge of the Stupid Old
Man, 2020) and Malajanha (Dying Moon, 1765).

One of the key aspirations of BFF is to ensure that talent meets
opportunities. The idea behind conducting the master class was skill
enhancement and enable participants to idenﬁf-‘y and avail opportunities.

The two master classes, one on acting and the other on screenwriting,
turned out to be the key attraction for the budding actors and filmmakers
in Odisha. , eminent casting director and filmmaker,
spent almost a day in inferactive sessions with young actors in guiding AMIT RAI
them in fulfilling their passion of making it to Bollywood. , reputed
filmmaker and writer, condlucted a highly informative and insightful
session on screenplay writing with actors, writers and makers.
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BFF this year has been designed to be multilingual in its approach while
remaining Odlia in spirit. [t will continue to build a strong creative and
interactive platform to facilitate cultural exchanges exposing filmmakers and
enthusiasts in Odlisha to cinema and its makers from across the country and
globe. Along with Odlia classics, this year the screening repertoire will
include award winning films from Indian languages like Hindi, Marathi,
Gujarati, Kannada, Chhattisgarhi, Tiwa, Bengali and Urdu. Shyam Benegal,
one of the most creative and courageous torchbearers of socially
responsible cinema, is no more. BFF is honoured to hold his obituary by
screening one of his best creations. Odlisha recently lost the very popular
and adorable Uttam Mohanty, one of her brightest superstars. BFF is

honoured to remember his monumental space in Odia cinema and culture. A ibane
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In this version, BFF will celebrate the birth centenary of two of the most
brilliant filmmakers of India — Gurudutt and Ritwik Ghatak. The celebration
will include screening of their classics and memorial lectures by experts.

Considering the overwhelming success of Master classes, BFF will
continue its engagement with budding actors and screenwriters by
arranging to conduct Master classes by Bollywood actors and screenplay Advisory Team
exper'fs.

In this edition, BFF will make a sincere effort to create a congregation of
film writers and critics from across the country so that young and budding  Founder members of BFF
film journalists, critics and media school students benefit. True fo its spirit,
BFF will continue to remain informative and interactive to strengthen the
desired learning platform.

6 to 9 JUNE 2025
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