Cinema came to Udlisha on the Z5th of April 1I936; exactly 27 days after Odisha
became the first state to be carved out on linguistic basis. Though cinema in Odisha has
grown exponentially over the years, popular access to nationally and internationally
acclaimed cinema has been limited. The Bhubaneswar Film Festival (BFF), as a
concept, gathered shape to address the twin challenges of limited access to good
cinema and Odia cinema’s obscurity in national and international cinematic canvas. BFF
was born as a result of a collective endeavour of filmmakers, technicians, writers and
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The Bhubaneswar Film Festival is an

facilitating interplay of ideas and arguments. BFF plays a matchmaker
between language cinema and Bollywood to create opportunities through
increased inferactions and exchanges. BFF underscores the importance
of language film festivals particularly at a time when the contexts,
economies and definitions of regional cinema is fast changing with the
infroduction of newer, inexpensive and user-friendly filmmaking
technologies and their exhibition infrastructure.

The rirst eamon ot brr was designhea as an exciusive Odia film
festival primarily to; ensure Odia audience, especially the middle
class, returns to its cinema and are retold about its glorious
cinematic past depicting its rich culture and literature in films made
during the 60s and 70s.

‘Language film testvals are a unique
opportunity to celebrate regional culture
and heritage. The initiative of BFF to
showcase and promote Odia cinema
across the country is praiseworthy and
most importantly the manner in which it is
being organised needs a generous
appreciation’, s(a:ys ace filmmaker

hief Guest, BFF 2024.

?

The grand unveiling of BFF 2024 spanning over three days started on the at the iconic
Jayadev Bhawan. The festival was inaugurated by a host of eminent film personalities like; Sri.Ketan Mehta,
acclaimed director, Chief Guest, Ms. Deepa Sahi, eminent actor, Sri. Apurba Kishor Bir, Director-
Cinematographer, Sri. Prashant Nanda, Actor-Director-Producer/Former Member of Parliament, and Sri.
Chitta Ranjan Tripathy, Director, National School of Drama. The festival was specially designed to honour the
past by screening classics and celebrate the present with contemporary films fostering a sense of pride and
appreciation for Odia cinema. What was hailed as the most striking initiative of BFF was the idea of felicitating
selected film personalities of yester years for their monumental contributions to Odia cinema.










